
 
  

  
  
  
New Welsh Government funding for Greenland 
white-fronted geese 

  
• Two year funding from Welsh Government, worth £24,000, facilitated by 

Natural Resources Wales, has been awarded to RSPB Cymru, on behalf 
of the Welsh Greenland white-fronted geese Partnership. 

• Since the late 1990’s, the global population of the Greenland white-
fronted geese has decreased by around 40%. 

• Fewer than 20 birds now winter on the Dyfi Estuary – and this wintering 
population is now declining faster than the global average.  

  

RSPB Cymru, acting on behalf of the Welsh Greenland white-fronted geese Partnership², has been 

awarded £24,000 funding from Welsh Government, facilitated by Natural Resources Wales, to help 

improve the conservation of the declining population of Greenland white-fronted geese on the Dyfi 

Estuary. This adds to the £15,000 of Welsh Government funding already made available to the 

Partnership last year. 

  

This project aims to monitor the movements of the geese, identify the locations of their autumn and 

winter stop-over sites in Wales and determine their habitat selection on the Dyfi Estuary and the Dyfi 

Estuary Special Protection Areas (SPA). The Partnership hopes this project will offer a breakthrough 

in setting action priorities to help save this threatened population. 

  

The current global population of the Greenland white-fronted geese is estimated to be 18,879, which 

is similar to the estimate of 18,854 in spring 2015; the lowest recorded since spring 1985 and a 

marked decline on the previous estimate of 20,797 in spring 2014. 2015 was also the first year since 

1985 that the global population had fallen below 20,000 birds.  

  

Small numbers of Greenland white-fronted geese winter in Wales on the Dyfi Estuary and Anglesey, 

which is a qualifying feature of the Dyfi Estuary SPA and sadly fewer than 20 birds now winter within 

the Dyfi Estuary. This wintering population declined dramatically by 83% between 1990 and 2016, and 

the Partnership hopes the new Welsh Government funding will help reveal the reasons why the Dyfi 

Estuary SPA population is declining faster than the global average and what may be done to help 

safeguard this precious wintering species in Wales. 

  



Due to the dramatic population decline, the Greenland white-fronted geese are now globally 

endangered and on the UK and Wales Red List³. However, the strong theories regarding the cause of 

the global population decline remain unproven, which only further emphasises the importance of further 

research into the species on the Dyfi Estuary SPA and adjoining land-holdings. 

  

The Partnership, which consists of Welsh Government, The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust (WWT), RSPB 

Cymru, Mick Green (ecologist), Natural Resources Wales (NRW), The British Association for Shooting 

and Conservation (BASC) and the Dyfi, Mawddach & Dysynni Wildfowlers’ Association hope the new 

Welsh Government funding will help answer crucial questions such as:  

  

1. Is the Dyfi population distinct from other wintering populations or part of a wider Irish Sea 

population?  

2. What are their foraging and roosting habitats and are they of suitable quality?   

3. Where do we need to act to make a real difference to their conservation through targeting 

habitat management on the ground? 

  
Amy Vanstone, RSPB Cymru Conservation Officer, said: “We are thankful to Welsh Government 

for the new funding that will hopefully help safeguard the future of Greenland white-fronted geese in 

Wales, a species that has seen a dramatic decline in population since the 1990s. We are confident that 

by working together through the Partnership, showing determination through hard work and working 

towards discovering the reasons behind the decline, we can help the fortunes of this iconic species in 

Wales.”  

Patrick Lindley, NRW Maritime Ornithologist, said: “Protecting wildlife is fundamental to our aims 

as an organisation, and gathering information about key bird species such as the white fronted geese 

is very important. By working together in Partnership we will better understand the wintering habitats 

of Greenland white-fronted geese, and how they use the Dyfi Estuary Special Protection Area (SPA). 

NRW will then be in a position to tailor our own land management program on the National Nature 

Reserve as well as give the very best conservation management advice to others." 

Ian Danby, BASC Head of Biodiversity projects, said: “This funding enables us to further the 

Welsh Government’s wishes to continue working together to conserve Greenland white-fronted 

geese. BASC have worked closely with local wildfowlers and conservation partners over many years 

to secure funds to research the movements of these geese that will allow us to target specific habitat 

work to benefit them. We are extremely excited that we have the resources to make real progress 

towards that aim.” 

Mike Sherman, Dyfi, Mawddach & Dysynni Wildfowlers’ Association, said: “Wildfowlers have 

been taking conservation measures to protect and support Greenland white-fronted geese on the Dyfi 

since the early 1970s and worked closely with conservation partners to reach this shared objective. 



We are delighted with the expertise drawn together for this work and the continued support from local 

landowners and farmers to permit us access to land used by the geese.” 

  

Lesley Griffiths, Cabinet Secretary for Environment and Rural Affairs, said: “The Welsh 

Government is committed to the conservation of Greenland white-fronted geese. We are pleased to 

provide funding to Natural Resources Wales, to work with other partners including RSPB Cymru, to 

undertake important research which will allow us to learn more about the land used by the geese in 

Wales and help us make decisions on how best to promote the conservation of the Greenland white-

fronted geese in future.” 

  

Carl Mitchell, WWT Principal Research Officer, said: “The Dyfi whitefronts may be few in number 

but they may provide serious clues as to the decline of the whole Greenland white-fronted goose 

population. WWT is keen to find out how they use the habitat over winter and whether any of the Dyfi 

birds go on to visit other wintering sites in Scotland or Ireland in subsequent winters, which is 

something we’ve seen in other groups that we’ve studied.” 

ENDS  

Follow all the latest RSPB Cymru news on Twitter at @RSPBCymru 
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