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Green Shoots

North Wales

Annual Report 2012–13

Voice of Shooting

This Annual Report outlines the work done by BASC members and
partners between May 2012 and 2013.
I hope you enjoy reading this report of Green Shoots in North Wales
which is financially supported by Natural Resources Wales, FWAG
Cymru and BASC.
Much of this year’s work has built on the work begun during 2011-12,
including expanding the network of mink control, encouraging grey
squirrel control in key red squirrel areas and installing more dormouse
nest boxes.
I look forward to working with members and partners to build on these
successes.

Audrey Watson

Conservation work carried out in 2012–13
Work has concentrated on three main project areas:
Species-specific work – targeted conservation work for water voles, dormice, and red squirrels, and
the control of invasive non-native plants.
Connectivity –

developing projects for hedgerow and woodland planting, and fencing off
river banks to connect woodlands and provide wildlife corridors for less
mobile species.

SSSI management –

data gathering on the level of predator control on an upland SSSI in order
to relate this to the breeding success of upland waders in the area.

As in previous years, members have been asked to return information on the amount of conservation work
they have done on their shooting land. The table below summarises the work done by BASC members both
independently and with my direct assistance.

Summary of conservation work by members
2012–13 (40% response rate)
2011–12

2012–2013

New hedges (m)

1,812

740

Gapping up hedges (m)

691

905

Hedge laying (m)

460

2,260

Number of trees planted not as woodland

3,150

1,287

Woodland planted (ha)

28

5

Rides in woodlands created or managed (m)

11,863

12,821

New ponds

8

5

Restored ponds

19

15

Cover crops (ha)

39

56

Creating field margins (m)

6,800

13,870

Fencing off rivers/streams (m)

4,354

270

General bird boxes

113

255

Barn owl boxes

37

41

Bat boxes

46

39

Number of new mink rafts added in year

49

15

Mink caught (all trapping methods)

125

85
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In addition to this work, members
were asked for any other work or
anything of interest wildlife-wise on
their land. An increase in the hare
population was reported by a few
members and one reported hearing
a nightjar for the first time in years.

Project work
Water voles: most of the work for water voles has again been concentrated on controlling mink, with the Llyn
still a target area. Some gaps in the existing trapping network have been filled, especially on the Afons Geirch
and Daron.
As shown on the table, the number of mink culled this year is much lower than the 120 or so which have
been killed over the last few years. Trapping effort is as great as ever, so the figures could well reflect the fact
that the trapping is beginning to have an impact in the target area. However, members are keen to control
mink in other areas and so co-ordinated trapping is now taking place along parts of the Dee near Corwen and
the Elwy and Alyn rivers. Figures for next year will hopefully show an impact being made in these areas.
Dormice: there are now around 150 nest boxes in suitable woods in the project area and these are monitored
each summer between May and October. Dormice are still being found in the wood in Denbighshire where
they were found for the first time in Autumn 2011. Five were found in Autumn 2012 and two in Jul 2013 as
well as some empty nests. To date, the other woods have not yielded any dormice.
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Red Squirrels: in conjunction
with the Red Squirrel Trust and
the Mammals in a Sustainable
Environment project, I held two
training days in grey squirrel
control to benefit reds in two
main target areas – along the
Menai Straits to protect the
Anglesey population and
around Cynwyd/Corwen and
Clocaenog Forests. There are
now over 50 traps in place and
results will be gathered in the
spring as to the number of
greys controlled in these target
areas.
The hair tubes put up at
Cynwyd Forest in 2012 have
not produced any evidence of
reds but members have
reported seeing one or two red
squirrels in the forest this year
so it does seem that they are
still present.
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I have been involved with the steering group for the
Alyn Valley Himalayan balsam project, which has
cleared much of the river bank from Alyn Waters
Country Park to Rhydymwyn using volunteers and
contractors. In conjunction with this, an event called
The Big Dee Day — the Invasion — was held in the
summer to encourage people to control invasive
weeds on the Dee and its tributaries, and to raise
awareness of invasive species in general. Seventeen
separate weed pulling projects took place over the
launch weekend in June, with BASC members in
local fishing clubs helping out.
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Invasive non-native plants
A new project for this year has been encouraging
members to report on and help control invasive
weeds including Himalayan balsam, Japanese
knotweed and giant hogweed. Himalayan balsam
plants grow in dense stands, especially near water,
but can be found some distance away in fields and
woods. It suppresses the growth of native grasses
and other flora. In autumn the plants die back,
leaving the banks bare of vegetation, and therefore
liable to erosion.
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Connectivity: I submitted a bid to the Welsh Government Resilient Ecosystem Fund to fund six connectivity
projects, featuring hedgerow and woodland planting, pond restoration and creation. Unfortunately, the bid
was unsuccessful. I will continue to seek funding for the works from various sources into 2014.
Predator Control on SSSI: I gathered data from pest controllers across Hiraethog Mountain on the level of
predator control in an attempt to correlate the number of foxes and corvids shot with the levels of breeding
success of upland waders on particular areas of the SSSI, as assessed by the RSPB.
Results for this first year, mainly provided by the four main hunts, showed at least 500 foxes and over 500
crows were shot. It is clear that there is a great deal of effort going into predator control on the mountain but
that there still remains some work to be done to get everyone involved in controlling to submit bag returns.
There are areas where no control takes place and these are acting as a source for new fox populations and
so control does need to take place at a landscape scale in a co-ordinated fashion to be really effective. In
addition, the figures gathered were not detailed enough in terms of exactly where each predator was shot and
so data analysis was not possible. As a result, this year, I have tried to make the data gathering form as
bespoke as possible, asking controllers to give information on level of effort put in and exact locations of
control. Hopefully, this will enable more detailed and meaningful analysis.
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Green Shoots Mapping: To date, a growing number of members who responded to the paper survey in
2005 have signed up to the new electronic version of Green Shoots Mapping.
I’d like to encourage many more of you to do so, and also those of you who have never before submitted
data. It is very easy. You request a password from the BASC website and then log in to Green Shoots
Mapping. You will see your original shoot already on there if you responded to the 2005 survey. All you have
to do is check the information (boundaries, species list etc) or delete the shoot if you no longer shoot there.
Importantly, you can also add additional areas where you have secured new shooting. Mapping your
information will provide great benefits for shooting as it updates conservation knowledge and allows BASC to
let you know of opportunities, such as new funding, that might arise for improving the land for both shooting
and conservation.
You can also create and download bespoke maps of your shoots and add all sorts of useful information such
as — drives, high seat positions, emergency access. Green Shoots Mapping can be found under the
conservation tab on the BASC website.
Actions for 2013–14: Species work will continue, including more grey squirrel and mink control, expanding
this work across the area, and seeking funding to carry out some of the connectivity projects that did not get
funding during 2012–13. Data gathering on the predator control on Hiraethog will also continue, and hopefully
yield some useful data for analysis.
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