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Research required  
�   Breeding and wintering surveys to better understand local and national distribution  
    and abundance.  
�   Submission of bag data to better inform harvest estimates (data can be submitted to  
    the GWCT National Gamebag Census or BASC Green Shoots Bagged It).  
�   Shooters should support the BASC wing survey to enable better understanding of  
    adult:juvenile harvest ratios.  
�   Increased ringing and ring resighting effort to improve understanding of migratory  
    movement. 
 

Shooting restrictions  
�   Should show restraint. 
�   Site-based considerations required. 
 

Habitat management  
�   General wetland creation and management will benefit both breeding and wintering 

        populations.  
�   A mosaic habitat of dense cover, open water and clearings is required to provide safe 

        refuge and feeding areas.  
�   Ensure suitable breeding sites have ramp-like areas to enable chicks to leave the 

        water easily.  
�   Pest and predator control.  
�   Refuge provision, either for set periods of time (temporal) or over dedicated areas of 

        land (spatial), dependent on site requirements.  
�   Nesting support (for example: fencing, duck nest tubes, provision of maintained 

        islands). 
 

 
Stage 2 assessment 

Fulica atra - Common coot 
 
Species summary 
Although widespread, coot, like moorhen, remain relatively under-studied, particularly in 
relation to their movement and population demographics. Ringing studies show that coot 
do migrate within the UK as well as between the UK and central Europe/Russia1. However, 
drivers of population declines are unclear and require further research. Coot likely suffer 
from multiple pressures driven by habitat and climate change, but their flexible behaviour 
and ability to adapt may have diluted any obvious impacts. The species receives very little 
hunting pressure in the UK and its popularity as a quarry species is decreasing across the 
flyway. The species requires greater research investment to understand the causes of 
ongoing declines. 
 
 

Coot - BASC recommendation 
Research required



Species conservation status (see Table 1) 
The UK breeding population of coot shows a substantial 10-year decline in both BBS surveys 
(-24.47% between 2010-2020) and WBBS surveys (-44% 2010-2020)2. This is mirrored in the 
wintering population trend (-24%)3. The breeding population is predominantly concentrated 
in England and therefore is the only country with breeding data trends (-21.18% over 10 
years)2. The wintering population trends are very mixed, with declines in England (-29%) 
and Wales (-29%) and increases in Northern Ireland (+111%) and Scotland (+6%)3. The coot 
has amber WeBS alerts in Northern Ireland and Scotland due to long-term population 
declines (over 25 years) and in Wales due to 10-year declines4. This broad trend is shared 
across Europe, however some populations are driving a stable trend in the EU5. At a global 
scale, the overall population trend is increasing but comprises mixed trends across the 
range6.

3

BoCC7 
(2020) 

IUCN UK7 
(2020) 

Europe5 
(2021) 

EU285 
(2021) 

AEWA8 
(2018) 

IUCN Global6 
(Last updated  

in 2019) 

Category G VU NT (B) LC B2c LC

Trend  
(time period 
 in brackets) 

Decreasing 
(Breeding and Wintering)

Decreasing 
(over 3 

generations)

Stable 
(over 3 

generations)

Decreasing 
(2009-2018)

Increasing

Population 
size estimate 
Mature 
individuals 

Breeding: 26,000+ Pairs    
Wintering: 205,000 Individuals9

2,030,000-
3,360,000     
(min-max)

1,080,000, 
1,720,000      
(min-max)

1,200,000-
1,900,000      
(min-max) 

5,300,000-
6,500,000

Reason for 
category

n/a Reduction in size 
of breeding pop & 
Non-breeding pop 
size (either 
abundance or 
range) measured 
over 3 
generations. 
 
Declines 20% - 
30% over 3 
generations. 
 

Population 
reduction 
observed or 
suspected in 
the past where 
causes of 
reduction may 
not have 
ceased/may 
not be 
understood.  
 
Decline 
projected to 
continue. 

n/a Population 
>100,000 but is 
need of special 
attention as a 
result of long-
term decline.

Population has 
large range 
and size. Trend 
is increasing.

WeBS UK 10-year trend (2008/09-2018/19): -24%3 ● BBS UK 10-year trend (2010-2020): -24.47%2

Table 1. Species conservation status across different scales. *It has been highlighted by 
BASC that such automatic linkage between IUCN status and levels of protection by AEWA is 
directly contrary to the IUCN’s advice on the use of its list.
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Population dynamics 
The resident UK population is supplemented by continental birds during winter months10. 
However, outside of some foraging and behavioural research, very little is known about coot 
population dynamics. Ringing studies in France suggest adult survival is higher than 
juvenile survival, a common feature in waterbirds10. Of the adults, male survival is greater10. 
This is often attributed to greater female mortality during incubation, yet coot share the 
incubation of eggs therefore differences in survival must be driven by alternative 
pressures10. Potentially poor chick and juvenile survival is suggested to be a result of 
predation or low food availability11,12. 
 
Hunting and harvest 
The coot shooting seasons in the UK are not compliant with the Key Concepts of Article 
7(4)13.  The start date of the open season in England, Wales and Scotland (1st Sept) overlaps 
with the estimated end of the reproduction period for coot in the south of the UK by one 
‘decade’ (approx. 10 days), and by three decades (approx. 30 days) in Scotland. This is 
therefore in breach of the agreement. Take of coot is already prohibited in Northern Ireland 
and the Isle of Man. There is no bag data available for coot in the rest of the UK. The species 
is rarely harvested and as a result there is no modern estimates of its harvest (nor the 
sustainability of this harvest). It is suggested that coot have become a less popular quarry 
over time in Europe too10. 
 
Recreational hunting appears to displace coots from their preferred feeding grounds to 
sub-optimal habitat, for example deep water14,15. This is likely detrimental to coots as they 
feed during the day and cannot compensate for feeding disturbance at night due to their 
visual foraging strategy14,16,17. Refuges that are not shot over or disturbed by humans for 
other recreational activities, such as fishing, would likely reduce disturbance to coot14,18. 
 
Coot show low prevalence of lead shot ingestion, likely due to their feeding strategy19, 
feeding primarily on submerged algae and invertebrates they have brought to the 
surface17. 
 
Pressures, action and research 
Pressures 
Coot remain a fairly under-studied species, particularly in relation to their movement and 
population dynamics10,20. However, predation is suggested to be a major contributor to coot 
declines in Europe due to the spread of invasive American mink21–23. Competition with fish in 
commercial carp ponds may reduce habitat available to coot in central and Eastern 
Europe24. Climate change is also impacting coot laying dates and may, with time, result in 
phenological mis-matching between chick hatching and food abundance (predominantly 
dipterans)25. Coot also appear to suffer population declines after severe winters26, which 
may impact populations if winters become more severe. However, if winters become milder 
this may benefit the species26. 
 
Practical action 
Ensuring wintering, breeding and refuge sites have a high, year-round food abundance will 
benefit coot14,18. High food abundance is particularly important for chick survival12. This can 
be achieved through reedbed creation and planting or revegetation programmes that 
enhance submerged and emergent vegetation27. Predator control, particularly of crows and 
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mink will benefit nesting coot as well as other waterbirds21,23,28. Removal of adult fish to allow 
for increased macrophyte growth will likely benefit coot in areas where there is a high 
concentration of aquaculture6. 
 
Research action 
There is limited understanding of coot movement, population demographics and migration. 
Knowledge of the species could be improved through ringing or marking programmes that 
allow for capture-mark-recapture studies10. 
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