


  
Historically wildfowling was an important source of livelihood in coastal 
areas and an affordable source of food. This particularly so in the days 
of the punt gun, when the birds taken provided sustenance for many 
local rural communities.  Wildfowling’s role in shaping coastal areas and 
traditions is reflected in landscape, local language and customary 
practices. 
  
Wildfowling skills and traditions continue to be transmitted through 
informal teaching, mentoring and community involvement supporting a 
strong connection to place, local identity, and conservation engagement 
with wetlands. 
  

Inclusion in the UK Living Heritage Inventory would provide appropriate 
recognition of wildfowling as a living tradition and would help ensure 
that the associated knowledge, customs and community practices are 
recorded and safeguarded for future generations. For these reasons, I 
am pleased to offer my  full support for the nomination of wildfowling to 
the UK Living Heritage Inventory. 
  
Finally, still having active links to the Arctic and some research there, 
will you forgive me if I point out, prior to research commencing there, the 
experience of the “elders” is taken into account. I qualify as an elder! 
 
Yours aye, 
 

J. Noel Hulmston 
 
 




