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GENERIC HAZARD AND RISK ASSESSMENT

DMG: xxxxx


Location: xxxxx
Operation: Deer Stalking

Assessor name:
 xxx


Date completed: xxxx
NOTE:- Possession of DSC1/ DSC2/Large game meat hygiene certificate(LGMHC), is recommended/compulsory for any activities so marked/all activities below.  Awareness of Deer Best Practice is compulsory in all cases.

	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
	Do you need to do anything else to manage this risk?
	Action by whom?
	Action by when?
	Done

	1. Injury resulting from negotiating local terrain
	Stalkers
	Route chosen is appropriate to stalker abilities and prevailing conditions. Stalkers aware of or can assess notable terrain hazards. Stalkers aware of emergency procedure.
	
	Stalker
	before event
	as appropriate

	2. Injury from fall from high seat
	Stalkers, Public
	High seat erected in a safe manner and checked regularly by responsible person. Seat signed to deter unauthorised use. Stalkers check before climbing, do not use if considered unsafe, report faults.
	
	stalker
	before event
	as appropriate


	3. Firearms handling & shooting safety. Discharge of a firearm due to negligence. Use of a firearm when unsafe. Danger from other firearms users . Noise from a rifle shot. 
	Stalkers, Public
	Shooters have basic training in the safe use of firearms for stalking.  Firearms should be zeroed to user. Stalkers to apply Best Practice for Firearms Safety.  Use hearing protection/sound moderators. Stalkers aware of: known unsafe areas; methods of assessing areas for safety; agreed emergency procedures; whereabouts of other stalkers.


	
	stalker
	before event
	as appropriate

	4. Use of knives during carcass preparation in the field, e.g. gralloch/transport.  Laceration of fingers, knife injury to legs or body or tripping and falling onto an open knife blade
	Stalkers, 
	Consider carrying out all carcass work at central processing point. Use sharp, fixed blade or lock knives for all work. Avoid cuts that could result in personal injury. Place knife in sheath/scabbard or safe area when not in use. Work in an area clear of slip/trip hazards. 


	
	stalker
	before event
	as appropriate

	5. Injury as a result of carrying, dragging, or lifting a carcass
	Stalkers, 
	Mechanical aids to carcass handling provided where reasonable. Stalkers briefed to not carry, drag or lift except where necessary and to seek help where available.  Stalkers reminded to lift/carry safely. Stalkers aware of danger from antlers/hooves.


	
	stalker
	before event
	as appropriate

	6. Injury from wounded animal
	Stalkers,
	Despatch of wounded animals to be carried out humanely and in accordance with Best Practice.  Gralloch is not begun until death is confirmed.


	
	stalker
	before event
	as appropriate

	7. Risk of contamination from a diseased deer and transmission of zoonoses e.g. Lyme disease,  Bovine Tb. 
	Stalkers, 
	Stalkers should be able to recognise the symptoms of disease and infection transferable from deer to humans.

 Clean hands & cover all hand cuts & sores with waterproof dressings or gloves. Possession of Large Game Meat Handling Certificate is recommended.
	
	stalker
	During carcass handling
	as appropriate

	8. Risk of public confrontation 
	Stalkers, Public
	Stalkers should avoid confrontation,
unload rifle and ensure rifle security

if  challenged in a confrontational way, return to vehicle and leave the area. 
	
	stalker
	before event
	as appropriate

	9. Lone working.  Risk of injury in remote location.
	Stalkers, 
	Stalkers should ensure that when lone working details of their route and expected return time are left with a responsible person.  Stalkers should be aware of emergency procedures and carry appropriate means of communication.
	
	stalker
	before event
	as appropriate

	10. Stalkers in wrong location potentially voiding safety brief 
	Stalkers, Public
	Stalkers familiar with area briefed as to correct destination/route.

Stalkers unfamiliar with area accompanied or given explicit instructions. Appropriate communications available to confirm position.

Safe transport available as appropriate.
	
	stalker
	before event
	as appropriate


