SHOOTING IN ENGLAND:
'COVID-19 RECOVERY STRATEGY FOR
DEER STALKING, PEST CONTROL AND
GAME MANAGEMENT'
A FRAMEWORK FOR GOOD PRACTICE
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Foreword
By Ian Bell, BASC chief executive, 2 June 2020
Covid19 is arguably the most proliﬁc challenge our country has faced in recent years. The implications have
been both indiscriminate and wideranging, with sectors across the United Kingdom feeling the eﬀects of
a slowing economy. This is particularly true of remote rural areas, where the economy is most fragile.
The shooting sector makes an outstanding contribution to the rural economy and environment in the
United Kingdom. Livelihoods, habitats and some of the country’s most iconic and threatened species
depend on it. That said, there will be some fundamental changes to the way in which the sector operates
under the Government guidance.
BASC has taken stock of the Government’s recent announcements to provide bespoke guidance designed to
reduce the risk of persontoperson transmission of Covid19 in the months that follow. This guidance will
be critical if we are to play our part in reducing the risk of future viral peaks. We have drawn on advice from
experienced practitioners and have tailored the advice to cater for live quarry and pest control shooting
activities and key stakeholders. We will release further guidance as the Government updates its advice and
as we move closer to the seasons for other shooting disciplines.
Our guidance provides best practice recommendations for the current permitted shooting and the
gamekeeping and conservation work undertaken by shoot managers, gamekeepers and syndicates.
This guidance should be followed until social distancing measures are formally amended by government.

Ian Bell, BASC chief executive
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Guidance for Deer Stalking
Introduction:
For many, deer stalking is a solitary activity and can be undertaken without encountering others. However,
guided deer stalking can be undertaken in line with government guidance. Both formats of deer stalking in
England align with the current guidance within Step 1 of the UK Government Covid19 recovery strategy so
long as they meet the requirements described below:

Guidelines:
1.

Who can stalk: You may go deer stalking with those from your household group and individuals from
different households in accordance with government guidance.

2.

Permission: You must have the permission of the landowner before stalking.

3.

Deer Season: Deer management must be conducted according to the law and the relevant seasons.

4.

Social Distancing: You must observe the rules on social distancing at all times i.e. keep a minimum
of two metres apart.

5.

Transportation: You may travel any distance in England with people from your household group to
go deer stalking. You should not share a vehicle with someone from another household.
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6.

Transportation while stalking: Where possible, the stalking ground should be accessed on foot.
Where a vehicle is required to access the stalking ground, individuals should follow the relevant
government guidance on travel.

7.

Stalking equipment including an ‘Estate Riﬂe’: Avoid sharing of equipment or any other items
wherever possible. If equipment must be shared, it should be cleaned and disinfected between
each user. BASC has chosen not to use 'Estate Rifles' on its stalking schemes.

8.

The Stalk: The stalker and guide should walk or crawl one behind the other in the stalk to reduce
their visual profile. When doing this ensure you always maintain two metres separation.

9.

Highseats: Only one person to use a highseat at one time, with cleaning and disinfecting
between users.

10. The Gralloch: Should be undertaken by one person.
11. The Recovery: Where a vehicle is required to recover the shot deer, follow the relevant government
guidance on travel.
12. Food: The sharing of food and drink with those outside the household must be avoided.
13. Hygiene: Individuals are advised to use alcoholbased hand sanitizer when stalking and follow
guidance on regular hand washing. Both client and guide are advised to follow government
guidance on wearing gloves and face coverings during the stalk.
14. Larder: One person in the larder at a time and all surfaces and equipment cleaned and disinfected
between uses and users.
15. Carcasses: As many game dealers may still not be taking carcasses, make sure you have organised
an outlet for any venison before stalking. If only shooting small quantities, you may be processing
them yourself and supplying direct to friends and family, in which case normal game meat hygiene
regulations and protocols will apply.
16. Police: There have been issues with different police forces interpreting the Government’s rules in
different ways. If in any doubt about how your local police will react, you should contact the police
before shooting, inform them that you are planning your activities within the current regulations
and obtain the reference number for the call. You should also carry your certificate with you in case
you are challenged by the police.
17. COVID19: Anyone displaying symptoms of Covid19, or who shares a household with any
individual displaying symptoms, should not go stalking and should continue to follow government
advice on isolation.
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Pre Season Guidance for Syndicates,
Gamekeeping & Pest Control
Introduction:
Many syndicate members, shoot managers, gamekeepers and pest controllers live close to the land they
manage, and work is usually undertaken taken unaccompanied. Consequently, most have continued to work
unabated throughout Covid19 restrictions. Pest control, conservation and seasonal work on game shoots in
England is possible so long as it meets the current guidance within Step 1 of the UK Government Covid19
recovery strategy.
The following guidelines provide a framework to operate safely in the months ahead.

Guidelines:
Pest Control
1.

You may carry out pest control with those from your household group and individuals from
different households in accordance with government guidance.

2.

Permission: You must have the permission of the landowner before engaging in any shooting or
shootingrelated work on their land.

3.

General Licence: Any pest control must conform to the legal requirements.
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4.

Social Distancing: You must observe the rules on social distancing at all times and maintain a
minimum twometre gap at all times.

5.

Transportation: You may travel any distance in England with people from your household group to
engage in pest control. Any person who is not from your household group may not travel in the same
vehicle as you.

6.

Hygiene: Individuals are advised to use alcoholbased hand sanitizer and follow guidance on regular
hand washing. It is recommended you follow government guidance on wearing gloves and face
coverings. Avoid sharing of equipment or any other items wherever possible. If equipment is shared,
then this must be cleaned and disinfected between uses. Individuals are advised not to touch dogs
belonging to others with bare hands.

7.

Sale of quarry into the food chain: Any quarry destined for the food chain should be handled in
accordance with established handling and hygiene requirements. Any specific social distancing
measures required by the game dealer or outlet into which carcasses are sold should also
be followed.

8.

Police: There have been issues with different police forces interpreting the Government’s rules in
different ways. If in any doubt about how your local police will react you should contact the police
before shooting, inform them that you are planning your activities within the current regulations and
obtain the reference number for the call. You should also carry your certificate with you in case you
are challenged by the police.

9.

COVID19: Anyone displaying symptoms of Covid19, or who shares a household with any individual
displaying symptoms, should not conduct pest control and should continue to follow government
advice on isolation.

Pre-season Gamekeeping
1.

Gamebird/shoot management: Gamekeeping involves many areas of work which includes the
management of wild bird landscapes as well as the rearing, release and feeding of pheasants and
partridge. Conservation and seasonal work on game shoots in England is possible, so long as it meets
the current guidance within Step 1 of the UK Government Covid19 recovery strategy.

2.

You may carry out gamekeeping activities with those from your household group and individuals from
different households in accordance with government guidance.

3.

Social Distancing: You must observe the rules on social distancing at all times and maintain a
minimum gap of two metres.

4.

Transportation: You may travel any distance in England with people from your household group to
engage gamekeeping activities. Any person who is not from your household group may not travel in
the same vehicle.

5.

Hygiene: Individuals are advised to use alcoholbased hand sanitizer and follow guidance on regular
hand washing. It is recommended you follow government guidance on wearing gloves and face
coverings Avoid sharing equipment or any other items wherever possible. If equipment is shared,
then this must be cleaned and disinfected between uses.
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Summary
The guidance in this document provides both practitioners and stakeholders in England with guidance
which will ensure that the country sports can function during Covid19 in accordance with government
guidelines and restrictions detailed within ‘Our plan to rebuild: The UK Government’s COVID19
recovery strategy’.
By providing a framework to ensure the safe operation of the sector, we are helping to get the rural
economy going again. In addition, the guidance in this document will facilitate the resumption of
countryside management that is essential for the preservation of key habitats and species. At the same
time, individuals will still be able to enjoy the outstanding country sports on oﬀer.
We will update this framework regularly to ensure it is compliant with advice for England from the
Government. The changes to normal practice are relatively light touch, particularly when compared
alongside the implications of social distancing on other sectors. It is incumbent on all of us to embrace
these changes in full and play our part in reducing the likelihood of future viral peaks.
Thank you for taking the time to read this document.

2 June 2020

IMAGES: RICHARD FAULKS, TWEED MEDIA, NICK RIDLEY

8

